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June 11, 2007

Guild Alert: 

This is the week to tell Tribune:

Do the Right Thing

Monday: Photographers’ byline strike

Tuesday: Noon Rally

Thursday: Membership meeting, 6:30 at Center Stage 

---------------------------------------------------------------------

Monday: Support our photojournalists:

Dear Guild members:

Today you may notice names of Sun photojournalists missing from photographs usually attached to staff photos in the paper and on the web. This is because the photographers are beginning a three-day byline strike to protest Tribune’s proposal which could require reporters and photographers to do each other’s jobs. 

The photographers believe this proposal is misguided and will only lower The Sun’s standard of high quality still and video images that the photographers work so hard to maintain. Editor Tim Franklin told the bargaining committee the new job is aimed at assigning reporters to take photographs and videos, reminding us that, “…we live in this YouTube world.”

The photographers understand the Sun’s need for ‘flexibility,’ but believe the technological demands for more photographs and video images should be provided, not by journalists with little or no photographic training (who are already bogged down with extra reporting duties), but by highly skilled photojournalists. Our current contract gives management ample flexibility to add supplemental photography by reporters, such as the breaking news coverage provided by police reporters. As The Sun’s photojournalists wrote in a letter to Franklin last week, the company’s proposal “is a recipe for mediocrity. Juggling note taking and picture taking will guarantee that key moments for both will be missed.”

We hope this week’s byline strike will encourage the company to rethink this proposal - which is clearly not good for the future of photojournalism or for The Sun - and take it off the table. 


Thanks for your support.

The Guild mobilizing committee

Tuesday 

For our rally at noon on Calvert Street bring signs that say, “Show Us The Money,” “Save (Y)Our Sun,” or similar slogans to move Tribune off its paltry pay proposal. The Guild has invited former Sun workers to join us. Members of the bargaining committee will give an up to date briefing on negotiations.

Thursday 

Important membership meeting, 6:30 p.m. at Center Stage’s Head Theater. 

This meeting is quite important. With the limited list of issues on the table, it is possible that the two sides could reach an early settlement, or at least have a proposal to consider that night. As we have said from the beginning, avoiding a contentious fight is best for The Sun. That is our aim. That is why we need you to tell your supervisors how important it is for management to back away from unacceptable Pay for Performance proposals. We will keep you informed, but make sure you are there on Thursday.  

Michael Hill, Unit Chair






